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.- GRANDIODGECERTIFICATE•

Before prooeeding to explain the Grand wdge Certifioate at
present issued to Freemasons the Brethren will no doubt be interested to
knowthe praotice adopted in earJ.,yda,ys in oonnection with the issue or
suoh Certificates.

The earliest reference made of Certificates was contained in a
document issued in 1663 of whioh the following is an extraot:

"Additional Orders and Constitutions made and agreed upon
at a General AssembJ.3,held on the Eigh day of December1663.

That no Person hereafter, whioh shall be accepted a Free-itason,
shall be admitted into any wdge, or AssembJ.3,until he hath
brought a Certificate of the Time and Place of his Acception,
from the Lodge that Aooepted him, unto the Master of that Limit
and Division, where suoh wdge was kept, which said Master
shall enroll the same on Parohment in a Roll to be kept
for that Purpose, and give an Aocount of suoh Acoeptions, at
every General Assembly".

There are no speoimens available of 8:n:J Certifioates that IT.J83 have been
issued under this Order.

Nothing further seems to have transpired for nearJ.,y a Century
for it was not until the year 1755 that the ~estion of the issue of
Certificates again came under review.

At a meeting of the Grand wdge of Most Antient & Honourable
Society of Free and aooepted Masons under the constitution of England
(organised in 1717 and later knownas the "Moderns") whioh was held at
the Devils Tavern, TempleBar on the 24th. JuJ.3 1755, the following
minute as passed:-

"Ordered that every Certificate granted to a Brother of his
being a Masonshall for the future be sealed with the seal
of Masonry, and signed by the Grand Seoretary for which 5/
shall be paid to the use of the General Fund of Charity".

The matter was further oonsidered by Grand Lodge in the following
year and at a meeting held on the 13th. August 1756 it was:-

"Ordered that a Copper-Plate be engraved for Printing the
Certificate to be granted a Brother of his being a Mason: and
that a Dye be cut and an Engine madewherewith to seal the
same; in consequence of the QuarterJ.3 COJDIII.U1ioationsheld
on the 24th. JuJ.,y1755 so that the whole expense do not

exoeed t elve guineas. It JE 1r 'J'. t 111~~~ •••.-y • 'bl
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It cannot be said whenthe first Certificate is e under these
Orders, but probably not until 1757. The oldest specimenknownis dated 1767.

Thewording on the seal was "The seal of the GrandLodgeof ons,
london, with the otto "Relief & th".

Ona reolining ton at the beat the Certificate is engraveda
copy ~ the te of GrandImge dat d 24th. July 1755.

Onth top is iot a 1fFlying
"Faith Ho} Charity b ing raved t bodiv
b cameknownas the ft e Grao ft oertifi :t •

-rep enting
Certificate it

In 1810 another certificate was introduced with slightJ,y altered
wording and modification of design.

The ~P~ing lit t the top of the ormerCertiN.cat
replaoed by the hes.ding:-

"GrandLodgeat' land - s oyal Hig es. t
Wales, Grand ter" •

In t ign a vi of ftSt. Pauls CathedralIJ is ved at the
bottom at the oertifioat and it be kn m as the "St. Paulsfl 0 rtificate.

The foregoing refer to the c rtifioates issued by the GrandLodge
of England ( odems).

"GrandIodg of at ti t HonourableFraternity of Free
and ooepted sons aocording to th old oonstitutlooslt ( stablished in
1753 and the knom tb" :tlents") 0 granted oertif1oat to a1S
ho ere rs of wdg (\ r th ir Jurisdicti _•

The on inal oertifio tea issued in about 1766 - by the It tients"
were knownas the "Univ r is" certificates.

Theywere thcut design d read:-

I do hereby certify tmt Brotb r - is a regular
regist red Fre on in the u.>dg No. In the
and s during his st83 amol'J8Stthembebav himself as be(~e an honest
and worthy Broth r as appears by th Lodgecrtifica.te t •

In 1791-2 oertificate with a d sign shewingtl e pillars with
figures of "Faith, Hope&: Charityfl and a "Flying AngellJ at the top was
introduo d.

This oertificat e kno.vnas the lst. Angel oertificate.

In additi to the i s of these oertif'ioat by the" tients"
mal\1pri ate lodges issued oertifioates of meIllberhip whenrequired and th e

re s times 7rltt n on 8DY ~ p of paper available f'requentJ3 the
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blankle ves ~ minutebook ere us d for the purpose- Thes wouldgenera113
be for the use of s travelling to prove their identity andf'aoilitate
their entrance into oth r Lodgs.

t th Uni of t two GrandIDdges in 1813. b ding of' t~
"st. Pauls" Carti 1oote. adoptedby the odernsin 1810 altered to re d
"Unit Grand Iodge of' Antiont Fre & Aoo t d sons of England."

Tb pars 1 s the Dukeat S ex ed on the first
Certificates issued after the union tmti1 th present seal ~ the United
Grandwdge introduoed.

This "St. Paul "C8rti£ioat s issued from1813to 1819in ioh
latter year the pre ent Certit'i. t s PP1'OVed. but the "Antients" d.uringthat
period, continuedto u be Certifi tea they alreaqy bad in force.

e n to the tiI.lg0 rtif'icate ch cameinto
in 1819alld ha , since tha4tt , beenis eO.to all Fre""ema.eolla.

diD of this Certifioat i as foll :-

eral u

dingl,y •tt

"To all wh it concern.
These to certify that our
h r ~ in t . he of'

onr.Yon the in the - Lodg
regularlJ' dvanod to th secondand third gr leS

is ]y gist d in the s of' th:LsG

In Test:i.m0rJ3hereof I have unto sub~cribedny
and af'f'i2"cd t ol of the Grand I.ndgo J:,ondon thio

This Certificate hall not title Brot r to a ssi
to any le withrot xamination.

The outctanding feature ot the es gn i the engraving of three
Pillaro and the Cortifioat is therefore lmownlIS t 'Tilla tl .• tee

pillar in the centre 1i1reth
the Ionic 0 r adopt d 'ee::Ia5(m.8

al1u i of S.K. of I.,

On th Pavementare plated the three great in
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Freemasonry, the V. of the S.L., the S. and C. TheS. 'lJJ83also taken as
representing the first ot tM three ovable Je.'7elsof. the IDdgeof which
th other two, the L. and P.R. are represanted; also the H•• , 'th
l Moh the L••and.P.R. are 84800i ted in our traditional hi tory.

The hree vabl Jewels of the l.odg , viz:'" The Tracing Board and
the Roughand Perl'ect AahJ.ars, are also ::shown, their uses am. significance
being ful~ explai eO.in the tif'th ..,action of the first leoture. Certain
of the remaining'1orking Tools d. the Celestial and Terrestial Glo , which
point out that on.ry is un1versal are in add!t1nn a.epioted.

As gards the ording, in the left panel is a declaration in English,
and 1.: the right-band panel a. Iatin translation or paraphrase certi1"ying
"to all wbcmit may ooncern" that the Brother named has been regularly
received into Fre onry and, in du oourse, admitted to the and am
third degrees.

The &.te or th initiation is recorded 0 eis, i.e .•.•:in the year
of the era of MusonicLight, 'Whiohp~d the Chr:Lstian by f"our
thousand y arso In te tiJDOn3' that the Brother's has been duly

gistered in th Booksof th Grand.lodge of Eneland, the GrandSecretary
ha. subscribed his and ixed the al Of Grand Lodee. On the 8 a1 are
the Latin 0 Audi, Vi 0$. - or In English, Listen, Ob rv, Be sUent.
A tiaal olause states t t the Certifi te does not entitle a Brother to
admission to 8D1 Lodge without du examination, but examination alone does
not entitle to a asion tbout the produo"tionof this vouchershould it
be demanded.

To the Brother to whoa it is issued, therefore, this d nt 18 of
uniqu value. It t stifies that Grand Lodgerecognise ~bat the foundation
stone placed in the IT.E. part or the lDdge, has been U and truly laid. It
i a. mns of anic identification; a proof or membership in caae o£
a :I. t or 'fort ; and a pa sport when visiting a foreign Lodge
here tb adgns c1itter SOltleWllat from our own. And, just as no Lodge is

"Regular" with t the production of the Warrant or Constituti ntrwsted
to t keeping or the ter, 0 no 1ndiv.i.dual on hould be without
hi Grandlodge Certificate on any ooaaaion of sonic importance while
its production i an ntial ondition tor aoceptal oe as a Joining
)( her ot any It>dge or as a Candidate for admission. to the Sup
D gree at the Ray 1 Arch.Cop
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